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COGNEX

Two Checker 3G1 Vision
Sensors for $995 >>

Now's your chance to try the
new Checker® 3Gl at a low
introductory price. Use one on
the factory floor today and one
in the lab to evaluate and solve
tomorrow's challenges!

Cognex

Download the Checker
Product Guide >>

Discover the fastest, easiest,
most affordable way to error-
proof your manufacturing
process - from aspirin to zip-
drives.

How much could you save?

>> >
Try our free, confidential cost & "‘

savings advisor today! Simply

answer a few questions and receive your estimated
cost savings that could be achieved by
implementing Cognex solutions. A wide range of
opportunities can be estimated, including product
inspection, automation, guidance, ID and
traceability applications.

Cognex

FREE Guide on Selecting a
Vision System >>

Download our free guide "10
Questions you must ask before
buying a vision system."
Whether you are new to
machine vision or an
experienced user, our new
guide will help you through the
vision system selection process, providing answers
to ten critical questions you should be prepared to
ask.

Cognex

UPCOMING EVENTS:

Contract Packaging Webcast 2009
Join us for an educational Web seminar for users

Can the cost of an OEE solution be minimized?

Last week in Machine Automation Insights I mentioned Stone Technologies' Kirk Weis and his work
as project manager of the MES (OEE, Reliability) Definition Team. That group is seeking ways to

define MES functions in a standard way.

"Much of what we're trying to do is reduce the cost associated with putting an OEE system or
solution in place," says Weiss. "What's interesting is that a big part of the effort is not the
configuration of the OEE application itself. The effort is in configuring the control layer needed to
acquire information that describes machine conditions. You need it in a form that you can then

exchange with a higher-level application.

"In some ways it's not that big a deal. But depending on the design of the architecture in place,
there may be considerable effort involved. You may have one system with a GE PLC on it. On
another you have Omron or Rockwell Automation. It's disparate technologies within an
organization that has grown over time. As you go to integrate these systems, you encounter one
that's missing an Ethernet card. So you purchase an Ethernet card. You then encounter a machine
that is still relay based, which means you have to put in some specialized IO to even be able to
capture information. You may have to re-engineer this machine to some extent because it's not

PLC-based."

The reality is that equipment installed in the 70s is still running in so many plants today, says
Weiss. That equipment is not going to be ripped out because it makes an OEE implementation
difficult. But engineering and operations managers are still being asked to improve the efficiency

of the lines on which these machines are running.

"It's always tempting to say, 'Let's just get rid of the controls and put new controls in place," says
Weiss. "But that carries a cost, too. These are the issues we're wrestling with."

NEW AUTOMATION PRODUCTS

Push/pull valves

Clippard’s line of manually-operated push/pull
spool valves are available in 3- and 4- way
configurations. Available in detent or
momentary versions, the valves provide
flexibility for unlimited applications. The valves
provide an operating temperature of 32F to 140F
degrees and an operating pressure of 0 to 115
psig.... Read more

System diagnostics via web

B&R’s System Diagnostics is based on the B&R
real-time operating system and allows system
diagnostics from any location using any web
browser (Intranet or Internet). The only
requirement for using all of the diagnostics
options is a web browser and a TCP/IP
connection. The system provides simple and fast
access to diagnostics data during
commissioning, field tests and operation of the
machine. In addition to system configuration
and runtime ... Read more
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Follow Packaging World on Twitter!

Ethernet switches with alarm

Wago'’s 852 Series ethernet switches offer
an alarm contact, enabled via dip switch,
to signal an error condition on the switch.
This feature is standard on both managed
and unmanaged switches (non-ECO
versions). The power input connector on
the switch has two dedicated alarm circuit
connections that can be wired to any
warning device, such as a PLC... Read
more

Safety network controller

Omron’s NEOA-SCPUO1 safety network
controller provides twelve safety inputs,
two test outputs and six safety outputs.
The controller can be used as a standalone
controller, a safety slave or a DeviceNet
standard slave. The NEOA features pre-
configured and TUV -certified program
templates to select based on an
application’s safety requirements. Easily
create safety circuits and save them...
Read more

Packaging World is all about the business of packaging. By following us on
Twitter, you'll see breaking and topical news and event updates. Follow us,
exchange expertise, and help us develop the content you want to read.
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Flexo Plate Sales, Asahi Photoproducts (HQ Atlanta, AN)
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Sales & Marketing Manager, Packaging Innovators Corporation (Livermore, CA)

R&D Manager, Multisorb Technologies (Buffalo, NY)

Global Innovations Packaging Engineer, Chiquita Brands International (Salinas, CA)

and providers of contract packaging and related
services and materials. "Economoically Bringing
Auomation to Repacking" is scheduled for
Wednesday, September 9 at 2 pm EST. Free
registration is now open.
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Shelf Impact!'s Package Design Workshops Have jobs emailed to you>> Post a job>>
One-day workshops held in four cities across the Post your resume>> Search resumes>>

U.S. teach package design strategies that can

give your brand the edge by incorporating today's

retail and consumer preferences. Learn which

packages fly off store shelves, and why, in this Related newsletters
roll-up-your-sleeves, interactive event that will

deliver the "must-knows" in less than a day. Once or twice monthly. Don't miss intelligence crucial to your job and business!
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